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VSS 

=============================== 
Part 1     - Basic Information 
=============================== 

 

Rising Phoenix 

GA-010-D 

Requiem 

VST - Jason Rummel (uzial@hotmail.com) 

 

Games Dates: First full weekend of each month. 

 
 
=============================== 
Part 2     - Styles of Play 
=============================== 
 
Action     - 2 
Char Dev   - 4 
Darkness   - 4  
Drama      - 3 
Intrigue   - 4 
Manners    - 3 
Mystery    - 4 
Pace       - Moderate 
 

Ratings 
1 Never present 
2 Sometimes present 
3 Often present 
4 Usually present 
5 Always present 
 
=============================== 
Part 3     - Description of Venue 
=============================== 
 
Surrounded by wilderness on all sides, Atlanta is the proverbial concrete jungle.  It's exciting nightlife, 
entertainment districts, and one-of-a-kind attractions all work to attract visitors and bring it's residents 
out for a fun night out on the town.  It is the perfect facade to a crumbling foundation. 
 



Most people go about their business aware of the truth... that beneath all the bright lights and neon 
signs is a dark world.  A world full of monsters and supernatural creatures...  A world where their 
greatest enemy walks among them.   
 
The new World of Darkness book labels it's genre as a 'Dark Mystery'.  This venue is an attempt to 
play up that feel. This is a dark venue that focuses on the constant nightly struggle that is a Kindred's 
existence.  Players may choose to play the political game, or else investigate some of the mysteries 
that are rumored to lurk in the shadows.  Action-oriented players will have plenty of opportunity to 
flex their muscles as they secure the borders against Lupine insurgents or defend themselves from 
members of Belial's Brood, VII, or any number of other antagonists. 
 
=============================== 
Part 4     - Storytelling Mechanics 
=============================== 
 

Proxy rules 
- All proxies to the Rising Phoenix Requiem venue must be received by the Storyteller in writing or 
by e-mail no less than 48 hours in advance, and must contain all standard information, as detailed in 
the Camarilla Rules Supplement.   
 

Travel risks 
- None 
 

Visiting Characters 
- Visiting characters must come complete with a character sheet and XP log and any approval 
numbers for special approval items. Characters inappropriate to the venue or that may be disruptive 
will be denied at ST discretion. 
 

Experience awards 
- Given at ST's discretion in accordance with the guidelines set out by the MST. 
 

Feeding Grounds 
- The city layout has been parcelled up into sections with each section of the city having a starting 
rating which adds a corresponding modifier (0-5) to feeding rolls in that area.  Each Kindred with an 
alloted feeding ground is assumed to be able to find just enough blood to awaken each night (1/night) 
plus an extra amount equal to the modifier times three.  Should the amount of blood taken from a 
section in any particular month exceed this total, the rating is lowered by one to a min of -5.   
 

Poaching 
- When a character attempts to feed in another's feeding grounds, they must engage in a Wits + 
Subterfuge versus Intelligence + Investigation challenge with the grounds' owner.  Should the 
poaching character lose said challenge, the grounds' owner is aware that someone was feeding on their 
grounds.  Should the character win the challenge, the grounds' owner is unaware. 
 

Diablerie 
- The Amaranth is the most heinous crime known to Kindred. Those words are spoken in every city, 



but nowhere are those words taken more seriously than in Atlanta.  Kindred disappearances are 
watched very closely. 
 

Crossvenue 
- Cross-venue rules will be adopted when new World of Darkness venues are sanctioned. 
 

Gadgetry 
- James Bond-esque devices, especially those designed for over-the-top or explosive effects, are 
highly discouraged.    

Atlanta History 

 
Atlanta is the capital of Georgia and is the South's commercial and economic beast. Founded in 1837, 
Atlanta thrived until the Civil War. The city was a major Southern arsenal, transportation and was a 
primary target of the federal government during the war. It was nearly decimated by Federal General 
Sherman when Yankees sacked the city. Over 10,000 people perished in the Battle of Atlanta. Only 
about 400 of the almost 4,000 buildings remained standing. Many of those who died during the war 
were buried interred at Oakland Cemetery.  
 
Today Atlanta is a city of nearly 400,000 people. Fortune 500 companies, banks, industry, and 
merchants all call Atlanta home. Atlanta is home to CNN, Ted Turner's media giant, as well as Coca-
Cola, the "World's most popular product." This city is a cosmopolitan metropolis in every sense of the 
word. The warm Southern hospitality that you receive here is common in many places South of 
Washington D.C., but is as sweet as a peach when served up Atlanta style.  
 
Atlanta entered the national consciousness during the Civil War when its rail junction became a war 
target.  Today Atlanta is a city of nearly a half million people, has over 400 Fortune 500 companies 
and is the headquarters for such commercial giants as Coca-Cola (Since 1886), CNN and United 
Parcel Service. Atlanta is one of the South's largest, fastest growing cities.  
 
All of that being said, Atlanta is still full of Southern charm and history. There is much early to mid 
1900's architecture all over Atlanta. There are American Indian sites and even an antebellum 
plantation at Stone Mountain. 

Atlanta Things to See 

 
Atlanta is an infinitely entertaining kind of town. It has many historical sites as well as modern 
attractions, making it a well rounded place to spend some time. The best thing about Atlanta is that 
you can get around most of the city using MARTA (subway and bus system), and numerous cabs 
which run all night. We have listed a good guided tour to begin with.  
 
Gray Line Loop Tour- This tour gives you a good taste of, Midtown, Buckhead and Downtown. It 



loops through the city and you can exit and enter the bus all day long when ever you want to 
investigate something. Tickets: $15 adults, $ 10 children 6-10, $13 seniors. 404-767-0594  
 
Underground Atlanta- This megalithic, 12 acre underground structure in the heart of Atlanta's 
megalopolis was built in the 1800's and was the actual street level until urban planners effectively 
concreted the low lying area over. The area, like a huge mall, has the feel of bustling streets, complete 
with street signs. There are over 100 restaurants, nightclubs and retail stores here. You could spend a 
day easily, just taking things in. Free admission, parking costs a few dollars. 50 Alabama St. 404-523-
2311 Free admission, parking costs a few dollars.  
 
Atlanta History Center- A good place to start out if you want to get historical information about the 
city. The center and museum traces Atlanta history from American Indians to the 1996 Olympics. 
There are many gardens and a restaurant on the grounds. 130 Paces Ferry Rd. 404-814-4000  
 
Martin Luther Center for Nonviolent Social Change- Before or after you visit we recommend that you 
visit King's birthplace (500 Auburn Ave.) and the church where King helped get the civil rights 
movement underway. (407 Auburn Ave.). King, inspired by people such as India's civil rights leader, 
Mahatma Gandhi, worked for equality for blacks via the use of civil disobedience. This center is a 
tribute to all that this civic leader and pastor worked to accomplish as well as a center to end world 
violence and illiteracy. 449 Auburn Ave. 404-524-1956  
 
Atlanta Zoo- Most any exotic animal that you can think of probably roams this 100 year old zoo, it 
even has a rain forest. There is an aviary and petting zoo with many furry critters for your children to 
spend time with. 800 Cherokee Ave. 404-624-5600  
 
Cyclorama- This huge (358 ft wide by 42 ft. tall) rotating oil painting gives you the perspective of 
watching a Civil War battle in progress. It was painted in 1884 to depict the battle of Atlanta. It has 
sound and 3D effects which add realism to the battle. Admission charged. 800 Cherokee Ave. 404-
624-1071  
 
Georgia's Stone Mountain Park- A very special park where you could spend a good portion of the day. 
Here you will find a 19th century plantation house with guided tour, an antique museum, river boat 
and railroad tours, a laser show and the worlds largest granite boulder complete with a Civil War 
carved relief. Admission charged. 6867 Memorial Dr. on Stone Mountain. 404-498-5600  
 
Yellow River Wildlife Game Ranch- For a mere five dollars, close to 1,000 animals are free game for 
you and your family to caress, feed and hobnob with. Admission: adults $5, children 3-17 $4, kids 
under 3 for free. 4525 Hwy. 78 770-972-6643  
 
CNN Center- The home of Ted Turner's Cable News Network, an all day, all news network. This is 
where all the news that's worth airing, and much that isn't, is collected via 24 hour world satellite 
feeds. See how a media mogul runs a monster of a company which includes TBS (Turner 
Broadcasting Station), CNN, Atlanta Braves and Hawks, Headline News, MGM films, and CNN 
International. Chance to be a part of a live audience. Admission charged. Techwood Dr. & Marietta 
St. 404-827-2300  
 



Oakland Cemetery- This Civil War era cemetery was built in 1850. Every bit as much of a museum as 
it is a cemetery, this place is awesome. Many famous public and military figures are buried here, 
including thousands of Civil War soldiers, and Margaret Mitchell. There is so much gorgeous stone 
work and fauna that you could (And people do!) have a picnic here. 248 Oakland Ave. SE 404-688-
2107  
 
High Museum of Art- A 10,000 piece collection of contemporary art. The building was designed by 
Richard Meyer and is a smooth, glistening white number which is stunning. Admission charged. 1280 
Peachtree St. NE 404-733-4444.  
 
Georgia State Capital- This building, built in 1889, is the seat of Georgia's government and is 
designed to resemble the national Capitol. The guided tour of the capital includes a full viewing of the 
interior of the building and a description of its place in Atlanta's rich history. For security reasons you 
will be searched during the tour. Capital Ave. 404-656-2844  
 
The World of Coca-Cola- Any exhibit brought to you by Coca-Cola, a company which makes more 
yearly than much country's gross national product, must be spectacular. It goes to follow that this 
garish display in the birth place of the product sample, and that any and all Coke merchandise that you 
might conceive can be found here. A guided tour gives you a thorough viewing of all things Coca-
Cola including: a functional old time-style soda fountain, samplings of international Coke products 
which cannot be bought in the US, even works of product inspired, "art." Admission charged. 55 
Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. SW 404-676-5151  
 
Atlanta Botanical Garden- This garden runs the gamut; they have a forest with walking trails, 
indigenous gardens and a green house with uncommon plants, which are at risk of extinction. 1345 
Piedmont Ave. NW 404-876-5859  
 
Margaret Mitchell House- Place of nativity of the novel "Gone With the Wind", written by Margaret 
Mitchell in 1938. 999 Peachtree St. 404-249-7012  
 
Atlanta is a young city, even by American standards. New Orleans, Charleston, Cincinnati and 
Chattanooga were all thriving cities before Atlanta was even a settlement. Atlanta is a bright, brash, 
aggressive town; tempered by fire, its rough edges smoothed by time and dashing with southern 
charm. Despite its relative youth, Atlanta has a proud and unique heritage and a past well worth 
preserving. 
 
From the beginning, Atlanta was in the South but not of the South. Founded as a rail terminus, ante-
bellum Atlanta was a small, rough-and-ready railroad crossing. Its manners and mores were more like 
the frontier towns of the Old West than the mint julep and magnolia cities of the Old South. 
Transportation was, and still is, the catalyst for Atlanta’s growth and economic vitality. From the 
beginning, Atlanta attracted men and women of vision---opportunists who had the foresight to provide 
the facilities that would make Atlanta the most important city in the Southeast. 
 
Over 150 years ago, the land that is now Atlanta belonged to the Creek and Cherokee Indians. The 
United States was well into the War of 1812 when the first white settlement, Fort Peachtree, was 
established on the banks of the Chattahoochee River near the Cherokee village of Standing Peachtree. 



The Creek Nation ceded their lands to the State of Georgia in 1825. The Cherokees lived with their 
white neighbors until 1835 when the leaders of the Cherokee nation agreed to leave their lands and 
move west under the Treaty of New Echota. At that time, Georgia officially took possession of 
Cherokee lands, an act that led to the infamous Trail of Tears. 
 
Early settlers in the Atlanta area were farmers and craftsmen from Virginia, the Carolinas and the 
mountains of North Georgia. They obtained their land by lottery disbursement and were, for the most 
part, deeply religious, hard-working, small landholders. They owned few slaves and lived in harmony 
with their Indian neighbors. They established churches and schools, traveled to Decatur for “store-
bought” goods and marketed their cotton in Macon, 100 miles south. 
 
They were as close to a yeoman (small farmers/craftsmen) society as possible in the ante-bellum 
South. A few of their pre-Civil War homes, churches, cemeteries and mills still exist in the 
Metropolitan Atlanta area. Atlanta’s inception was a combination of geography and necessity, 
spawned by the steam engine. In 1836, the Georgia General Assembly voted to build a state railroad 
to provide a trade route from the Georgia coast to the Midwest. The sparsely settled Georgia Piedmont 
was chosen as the terminal for a railroad that was to run “from some point on the Tennessee line near 
the Tennessee River, commencing... near Rossville... to a point on the southeastern bank of the 
Chattahoochee River” accessible to branch railroads. The new railroad was to be called the Western 
and Atlantic Railroad of the State of Georgia. 
 
An experienced army engineer, Colonel Stephen Harriman Long, was selected to choose the most 
practical route for the new rail line. After thoroughly surveying half-a-dozen routes, Long found it 
necessary to choose a site eight miles south of the river where connecting ridges and Indian trails 
converged. He drove a stake into the red clay near what is now Five Points in Downtown Atlanta. The 
“zero milepost” today is marked by a plaque not far from that very spot in Underground Atlanta. The 
site staked out by Colonel Long proved to be perfect, the climate ideal. Atlanta is situated on the 
Piedmont Plateau at an elevation of 1,050 feet, yet there are no natural barriers such as mountains or 
large bodies of water to impede the city’s growth. 
 
In the fourteen short years between the time Colonel Long drove his marker into the ground and the 
start of the Civil War, Atlanta grew like the boom towns of the West. Instead of mining, Atlanta 
struck gold in the rail lines.  
 
The little settlement of railroad workers, aptly named Terminus, soon attracted merchants and 
craftsmen, salesmen, land speculators and opportunists. Banks, warehouses sawmills, a fledgling 
textile industry and ironworks soon followed. The city was re-named Marthasville in honor of 
Governor Lumpkin’s daughter. A few years later, prominent citizens decided that Marthasville was 
too long and too bucolic a name for such a progressive city and the name was changed to Atlanta. 
 
Residential patterns were forming. Mechanicsville grew up around the railyards; a substantial 
merchant-residential community. West End was established near White Hall Tavern. Residential 
avenues of affluent citizens began to form as luxurious homes were built on lower Peachtree, 
Whitehall, Marietta, Broad and Washington Streets. 
 
But pre-war Atlanta was far from a quiet business community. To quote Atlanta historian Franklin 



Garrett: “while the number of good, moral citizens was increasing... the town was characterized as 
tough. It grew distinctively a railroad center with the vices common to rough frontier settlements. 
Drinking, resorts, gambling dives and brothels were run wide open... and the sporting element were 
insolent in their defiance of public order.” There were more saloons than churches; more bawdy 
houses than banks. 

THE WAR YEARS 

 
Atlanta had already attained a position of regional importance when the Civil War erupted. The city 
had four rail lines, a population of some 10,000 persons, 3,800 homes, iron foundries, mills, 
warehouses, carriage and wheelwright shops, tanneries, banks and various small manufacturing and 
retail shops. It became the supply and shipping center of the Confederacy. Atlanta had all the facilities 
that made it necessary for Sherman to take the city and destroy it. 
 
General William Tecumseh Sherman began his drive to Atlanta from Chattanooga in July, 1864. After 
a series of bloody battles and a month long siege of the city, Atlanta surrendered on September 2. The 
city was in flames, but not entirely due to Union shells. Retreating Confederate troops blew up 81 
boxcars of explosives, creating the blaze made famous in the spectacular fire scene in the film, Gone 
with the Wind. Sherman ordered the city evacuated and all buildings of possible use to the 
confederacy destroyed. When Sherman began his march to the sea, only 400 structures were left 
standing. Atlanta was a ghost town of rubble and ashes. 
 
The city was still smoldering when Atlantains returned and started rebuilding. The spirit that made 
Atlanta the hub of Southeastern commerce- the confidence in Atlanta’s future- was stronger than ever. 
Five years after the holocaust, Atlanta was rebuilt and had more than doubled its pre-war population. 

POST-WAR GROWTH 

 
Since the Battle of Atlanta had effectively wiped out most of the city’s ante-bellum architecture, 
Atlanta was rebuilt in the various Victorian styles popular in that era. Ironically, of the few fine white-
columned mansions in downtown Atlanta left intact by the war, two were demolished shortly 
thereafter to be replaced by city and state buildings. The city limits were initially circular, extending 
one mile from the zero milepost. Initial expansions of the city limits were circular, too. Early 
demographic patterns were re-established along much the same lines as before the war. West End 
continued to grow as an upper-class residential-business community. Wealthy white citizens built 
their Victorian mansions along Washington and Peachtree Streets. 
 
In spite of the system of segregation, prosperous black enclaves emerged, concentrated after 1906 
along Auburn Avenue-the “Sweet Auburn” district. Other black neighborhoods developed in 
Summerhill, Vine City and many more residential pockets surrounding the central city. 
 
From the end of the Civil War through the 1890’s, Atlanta experienced rapid growth. By the end of 



the 1870’s, the central business district spread from Union Depot toward the city limits. The city 
developed along the rail lines and around the depot. A wide path of railroad tracks cut right through 
the center of town, converging in the lower downtown gulch. A network of viaducts, planned in the 
early 1900’s and completed a quarter-of-a-century later, was built to facilitate the flow of traffic over 
the tracks. The viaducts moved the business district up one level, thereby creating the area now known 
as Underground Atlanta. 
 
A simple, utilitarian Italianate architecture was favored for Atlanta’s railroad depots and influenced 
the design of the two and three story commercial buildings constructed before the turn-of-the-century. 
The railroads continued to be the cornerstone of Atlanta’s economy through this period and into the 
automobile age and through World War II, when emphasis shifted to truck and air travel transport. 
Transportation and private enterprise spurred the city’s growth. Several new rail lines were added to 
Atlanta’s network in the 1890’s. The consolidation of ten radiating lines in that decade, including five 
divisions of Southern Railway, definitely established Atlanta’s dominance as the railroad center of the 
southeast. 
 
When the nation’s economy stalled in the doldrums of recession and depression starting in the 1880s, 
an Atlanta promoter staged a series of fairs and expositions to bring business to this area. The 
International Cotton Exposition of 1881 was staged to promote Atlanta as a textile center and lure 
mills from New England in an attempt to build a new economic base in the post-war South by 
diversifying from the region’s agrarian base. The Piedmont Exposition of 1881 was a regional show to 
publicize the Piedmont States’ products and establish closer ties between agriculture and industry. The 
Cotton States and International Exposition of 1895, specifically proposed to counteract depression, 
advertised Atlanta as a transportation and commercial center. Historians consider the Exposition of 
1895 a most important factor in Atlanta’s emergence as the major city of the Southeast, based on 
Henry Grady’s “New South” movement to re-enter the economic mainstream of American life. The 
Exposition gained world-wide publicity and by 1903 Atlanta was the headquarters for many national 
and regional companies. 
 
The fair and exposition had the desired effect on Atlanta’s growing industrial base as contrasted with 
the rest of the agrarian-oriented South. Textile mills came south, industrial complexes were built along 
the rail lines and mill villages were built to house the workers. One of the oldest and largest cotton 
mills is the Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills (c. 1881). Its mill housing district, Cabbagetown, is located 
within two miles of downtown Atlanta. Workers from the mountain counties of North Georgia, 
attracted by mill wages, left their Appalachian homes to settle here. The mill owners provided housing 
and health care. Cabbagetown, a six-block-square area in the shadow of the mill buildings, is 
characterized by narrow streets, large shade trees, simple frame one and two-story shotguns and 
cottages with Victorian styling in porch, door and window designs. 
 
A forerunner of the Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills was the Exposition Mill, which is now demolished. 
The Exposition mill was built on the former site of Oglethorpe Park as the main building for the 
International Cotton Exposition of 1881, with a view to its ultimate use as a cotton mill. The 
Exposition building was sold to a group of businessmen a few months after the show closed and soon 
was put into production. It developed into one of the most important mills in the area. Other historic 
mills still standing in Atlanta are the Van Winkle Gin and Machine Company (c. 1893) and the 
Whittier Mill (c. 1900), along with some of its mill houses. 



 
Atlanta’s residential perimeters were expanded by the advent of the horse-drawn streetcar in 1871 and 
suburban patterns developed along the lines of the electric streetcar starting in 1891. 
 
At the same time, several major private developers emerged. Among these early Atlanta builders was 
Joel Hurt, who built Atlanta’s first “skyscraper,” as well as the eight-story Equitable Building and 
Inman Park, Atlanta’s first planned residential suburb. At the suggestion of architect John Root, who 
was then designing the Equitable Building, Hurt invited Frederick Law Olmsted, the father of 
American landscape architecture, to Atlanta for consultation. Olmsted had already won national 
recognition for his natural terrain designs of New York’s Central Park and Riverside Park in Chicago 
and his influence is evident in many of Atlanta’s parks and residential areas. Inman Park was actually 
designed by landscape gardener Joseph Johnson; but the plan strongly reflects the Olmsted influence. 
The design is faithful to the natural terrain, with curved streets developed around open park areas. 
 
Edgewood Avenue was built in a straight line to connect Inman Park to downtown Atlanta and Hurt 
installed Atlanta’s first electric streetcar on Edgewood to serve his new suburban community. 
Olmsted’s firm also designed the suburb of Druid Hills and influenced the Ansley Park plan. 
During this same period, the early 1880’s, Confederate Colonel Lemuel P. Grant donated land to the 
city for Grant Park. Replacing Oglethorpe Park, it is Atlanta’s oldest public park extant. Piedmont 
Park was initially part of the Gentlemen’s (Piedmont) Driving Club. Members of the Club were a 
leading force in Atlanta’s progressive development. The land was leased to the Exposition Company 
for the Cotton States Exposition in 1895 and later became a public park. The Olmsted Brothers re-
designed the park in 1910. 
 
Beginning with the Equitable Building, Atlanta quickly followed the Chicago School of architecture 
in the development of skyscrapers of “elevator buildings.” The new high-rise buildings transformed 
the city’s skyline from picturesque High Victorian to a cluster of multi-use skyscraper hotels and 
office buildings. The new skyscrapers attracted large railroad and insurance interests. Since office 
workers generally earned higher wages than factory or farm workers, the office buildings generated a 
demand for large retail stores and hotels to serve an increasing number of travelers to the city. It was 
not until after the World War I that businessmen began to look at office buildings as an investment. 
This led to the building boom of the 1920’s. A system of viaducts, conceived by architect Haralson 
Bleckley in 1901 and completed in 1928-1929, bridged the railroad gulch and raised the street level of 
downtown Atlanta. The original plan, conceived in the City Beautiful Beaux Arts tradition, included 
boulevards, walkways and parks. 
 
The Great Depression had an architectural style all its own: Art Deco-Modern. Although building 
starts were sharply curtailed during this period of national economic hardship, a few of the 
commercial buildings that were constructed from the 1930s to World War II reflected the new Art 
Deco styling. Most residential buildings of the decade clung to the revival styles of architecture. 
 
The early commercial buildings and the Victorian and post-Victorian homes built in the 1890 to 1930 
period give Atlanta its distinctive personality. Many of these structures are potentially viable today 
and could be preserved, restored and rehabilitated for contemporary uses. The viaducts, which created 
the area now known as Underground Atlanta, and Plaza Park, completed in 1950, are the only 
elements of the Bleckley Plaza plan ever completed. 



 
A variety of architectural styles evolved between 1890 and 1930, following national trends reviving 
elements of Gothic, Classical and Colonial styles. Turn-of-the-century revival architecture includes 
Beaux Arts Classicism, Neo-Classical, Tudor-Jacobean, Renaissance Revival, Colonial Revival and 
Commercial styles. In addition, Bungalow-Craftsman and 20th Century Vernacular-Plain styles 
emerged. There are many fine examples of these varied styles of architecture created by outstanding 
architects and craftsmen still standing in Atlanta. Excellent examples of homes constructed during this 
era of suburban growth may be found in the Druid Hills, Buckhead and Ansley Park neighborhoods. 
 
Without these beautifully detailed old structures, Atlanta would be Anywhere, USA- a skyline of 
high-rises, round and square, pre-stressed concrete and mirrored glass sameness. 
 
Atlanta is the Capitol city of the southeast, a city of the future with strong ties to its past. The old in 
new Atlanta is the soul of the city, the heritage that enhances the quality of life in a contemporary city. 
Without these artifacts of our culture, Atlanta would simply not be Atlanta. In the turbulent 60’s, 
Atlanta was “the city too busy to hate.” It must never become the city too busy to care. 

 
 


